
AP English Language & Composition—SUMMER READING 

 

 

THE JOURNALS:  

Read through the entire assignment so that you understand each part of the assignment before you 

begin.  

1. Choose one Fiction OR one Non-Fiction text from the provided list. 

2. Complete journals as you read.  Since the assignment requires a close reading of the text, the 

information you must collect cannot be found in movies, plot summaries, or Sparknotes. USE OF 
THESE AIDS IS NOT ALLOWED.  

3. THERE IS NO NEED TO COMPLETE THE JOURNALS IN ORDER. Journal #2, for example, will 

probably not be the one of the first you complete. Since the symbol you choose must be 

important to the overall work, this journal should probably be one of the last you complete.  You 
may find a striking image in the first paragraph of the book and complete journal #5 first.  

4. Journals must be typed.  

5. Make sure you title each journal.    

6. Cite page numbers for the text in each journal 6. Journals must cover the entire span of the 
book.  

7. For journals with word counts, the text/evidence that you cite should NOT comprise the majority 

of the journal.  Your analytic response to the text is what we want to see.  

  

Novel List: 

 

Fiction 

 
The Bluest Eye (Morrison) 

The Alice Network (Quinn) 

The Sound and the Fury (Faulkner) 

Blood Meridian (McCarthy) 

Mrs. Dalloway (Woolf) 

Picture of Dorian Gray (Wilde) 

Grapes of Wrath (Steinbeck) 

We Were the Mulvaneys (Oates) 

A Separate Peace (Knowles) 

Frankenstein (Shelley) 

Great Expectations (Dickens) 
A Thousand Splendid Suns (Hosseini) 

 

Non-Fiction 

 
Man’s Search for Meaning (Frankl) 

In Cold Blood (Capote) 

Into Thin Air (Krakauer) 

Black Boy (Wright) 

Invisible Women (Perez) 

Notes on a Nervous Planet (Haig) 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (Skoot) 

The Year of Magical Thinking (Didion) 

Malcolm X (Haley) 

Silent Spring (Carson) 

Quiet (Cain) 
Enlightenment Now (Pinker) 

 

 

 

Prepare your Journals as follows:  

  
Journal #1: BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY.  Write a bibliographic entry for the work. Use Modern Language 

Association (MLA) style. If you are unfamiliar with MLA style, there are many online guides to help 
you.  One can be found here: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/.  

  

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
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Journal #2: VISUAL SYMBOL.  Find a visual symbol important to the work. Explain the symbol and tell 
why you think the author chose to use that symbol and explain its significance to the overall work. 

Be sure to cite at least three instances in the text where this symbol appears. (100-150 words)  

  
Journal #3: SETTING.  Identify at least 10 phrases or descriptions that identify the setting of the 

novel. They may describe time, place, region, or atmosphere.  Use bulleted phrases and cite the 
page number.  Then, explain how the text you’ve cited creates the setting(s) you’ve identified.  (100-

150 words)  

  
Journals #4, #5, and #6 (3 journals): STRIKING IMAGES, IDEAS, EVENTS, OBJECTS, PHRASES, WORDS.  

From the work, choose three items that seem significant or striking – for example, an image, an 
event, an idea, an object or thing, a phrase, a word.  For each, state the context of the i tem (what it 

refers to) and why you think it is significant.  (Example: “paper-mache Mephistopheles” (p 23) –refers 
to the bricklayer who never lays any bricks; Marlow describes him as empty and shallow—the devil’s 

agent, representing the evils of imperialism.)  You must do three (3) journals, each of which must be 
100-150 words.  Each journal must address a separate image, idea, event, object, phrase, word.  

  

Journal #7: FIGURES OF SPEECH.  Find three examples of figures of speech in the book (metaphor, 
personification, paradox, irony, hyperbole, antithesis, symbolism, parallelism, allusion, etc.) (a) 

Record the example and cite the page number, (b) identify the technique, (c) explain its meaning in 
context of the book.  The explanations should each be a minimum of 50 words, for a total of 150 

words minimum.  

  
Journal #8: STRUCTURE.  Every novel has its own unique structure. Explain how the work is put 

together and specify the variations in its layout. Analyze the literary effect or impact the architecture 
of the work has on the text as a whole.  (100-150 words) 

  

Journals #9, #10, and #11 (3 journals): KEY PASSAGES.  Find three (3) key textual references (phrase, 
sentence, paragraph, excerpt) that you find significant.  Copy the passage correctly (quotation 

marks, cite page number) and explain the significance of the passage to the book as a whole.  Make 
sure to represent the beginning, middle, and end of the book (example: “he had the pose of a 

Buddha” (p.4) – allusion. The allusion describes Marlow’s sitting position and even his trance-like 
state while he is telling his story.  It also identifies him as someone unusual and different from the 

rest of the crew.). (100-150 words for each journal.)  

  
Journal #12: PERSONAL RESPONSE.  Write about your impression of the book, after you have 

completed the reading and the journals.  Consider your emotional reaction, positive and negative  

factors, connections to your own interests and experiences, etc.  DO NOT SIMPLY GIVE A THUMBS-
UP, THUMBS-DOWN RECOMMENDATION! Be honest and an effective literary critic. (100-150 words)  

*Please be aware of the following:  
  

1. Any plagiarism, from Internet sites, other students, or any other resources will result in a 

Class II referral and zero credit.  

2. You must turn in a paper copy of this assignment to your teacher in the first week of 
school (your individual teacher will determine your specific due date).  


